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About Us  

The Rolling Plains Quail Research Foundation (RPQRF) is a 501 (c)(3) non-

prońt focusing on one thing: understanding and managing bobwhite and 

scaled quail in West Texas. Everything we do centers around quail and quail 

hunting, as reŅected by our mission: 

To preserve TexasĦ wild quail hunting heritage, for 

this, and future, generations. 

The Foundation and its Research Ranch were established to provide a living 

laboratory to devise land management strategies for the beneńt of quail and 

also as an exemplary property to demonstrate the best methodologies and 

techniques to other Ĩstudents of quail.ĩ  
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Special thanks to the following individuals    

for providing photographs: Katy Hoskins & 
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A MESSAGE FROM DR. RYAN OĦSHAUGHNESSY 
 

Quail managers and researchers today have a strong understanding of the factors limiting 

wild quail populations across the Rolling Plains and beyond. Habitat loss, changing land use 

practices, invasive species, disease, and environmental variability all play a role in shaping 

the future of these iconic birds. While identifying these challenges is often straightforward, 

developing practical, landowner-friendly solutions remains the true test. Some solutions are 

simple and immediately actionable, while others require years of research, experimentation, 

and collaboration to fully understand and implement. 

At the Rolling Plains Quail Research Foundation (RPQRF), our mission is to bridge the gap 

between science and stewardship by delivering research-driven solutions that improve quail 

habitat and populations across Texas. None of this work would be possible without the    

generous support of our donors, partners, and volunteers who share our commitment to 

conserving the state's rich quail hunting heritage. 

In 2025, RPQRF continued to expand its impact through innovative research, increased  

outreach, and stronger engagement with landowners and conservation partners. Our         

research programs advanced understanding of quail habitat management, parasite ecology, 

and population dynamics, while our outreach efforts connected thousands of landowners, 

hunters, students, and conservationists with the latest science-based management recom-

mendations. 

We also continued building upon one of the most important milestones in our organization's 

historyĤthe establishment of The Hawks Family Fund for Quail Research. As this endow-

ment grows, it will provide a perpetual source of funding to ensure that critical quail          

research continues for generations to come. This investment in the future reflects both the 

importance of our mission and the confidence our supporters place in the work being      

conducted across the Rolling Plains. 

The following report highlights the accomplishments, partnerships, and discoveries that   

defined 2025. From research conducted in the field and laboratory to habitat consultations 

spanning tens of thousands of acres, every effort reflects our commitment to ensuring that 

future generations can experience the unique traditions and opportunities associated with 

wild quail hunting in Texas. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Rolling Plains Quail Research Foundation.    

Together, we are creating a stronger future for quail, the landscapes they depend upon, and 

the people who cherish them.  

 

 

Dr. Ryan OĦShaughnessy, PhD, MBA 

Executive Director, RPQRF 
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Long - term Data Collection  
At the rolling Plains Quail Research Ranch  
 
The Rolling Plains Quail Research Ranch was established in 2006 through a generous gift 

from the Richard King Mellon Foundation and the Conservation Fund. It serves as a        

dedicated research and education facility for quail. 

The Research Ranch boasts an extensive quail dataset, the most comprehensive in Texas, 

including records for over 20,000 banded and 3,500 radio-tagged quail. Unlike typical short

-term studies, our data spans more than 19 years.  

The following content summarize our ongoing, long-term data collection efforts. This exten-

sive data has supported numerous graduate student projects and scientific publications. 

Our growing body of research is archived and available on our website:   QUAILRESEARCH.ORG. 

Northern bobwhite with solar GPS tracking collar. 


